vi         DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM

before the Franks, in the plains of Tours, was a check
to Islam from penetrating into the nations of the
West and the North, the seal of its victory in the
West, the field of deliverance for Christendom, and
the cradle of resurrection and life for the European
nations. Likewise the victory of the Muslims in the
plains of Zallaka was not only the victory of Muslim
Spain; it was the defeat of Christendom by Islam, and
the prelude of the Crusades. And the Crusades were
nothing but a new phase of this eternal struggle
between East and West, and Islam and Christendom.
The fall of Andalusia and the Moorish civilization
was a blow not only to Islam, but to the greatness of
Spain itself. Let us imagine for example that the
Muslims conquered Rome instead of their failure
under its walls, or that the Crusaders were able to
crush Egypt and establish themselves in the East;
what would have then been the fate of Islam and the
Tslamic world ? These decisive events and moments
in the history of Islam and Christendom, are the
data which supplied the subject of these studies.
Many of them are very scantily dealt with by the
Islamic Chronicles, and are seldom treated in our
modern historical research. We are, therefore, obliged
to refer for many of their details to Western sources
and scholars despite their being often influenced by
religious and national motives, which could be eli-
minated only by a dispassionate and impartial inquiry.

Cairo, March 1943.

I welcomed the idea of publishing an English
version of this work which could be read by Muslims
all over the world, who know no Arabic, but who could
read English. Islam is commencing to-day a new phase
of revival, both political and moral. The strengthen-
ing of intellectual and cultural bonds between Muslim